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Topics

• What’s in the Sept. 13 release?

• What might the results show? 

• Which do we expect are the key economic variables driving the results?

• What won’t we get from this report?

• Some thoughts about poverty, income and the election.
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Highlights

• The official poverty rate for 2015 (2014: 14.8%, 47 million)

• The child poverty rate for 2015 (2014: 21.1%, 16 million)

[these measures by race, age, gender, family status; eg, Af-Am rate, 2014: 
26%; Hispanic, 24%]

• Median household income (2014: $53,719)

• Some income inequality measures (income shares, “Gini”)

• Health coverage, share uninsured (2014: 10.4%)

• The SPM poverty rate (I’ll explain what that means…)
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Expectations/forecasts?

• This is expected to be a positive report. 

• I expect poverty to fall at least half a percentage point (14.8% to 14.3%);

• I expect real median household income to rise 1-2%;

• Health coverage should continue to improve (lower uninsured rates)

• I believe these are conservative estimates; wouldn’t be surprised if we did 
better; would be if we did worse.

[Statistical significance: Poverty rate usually has to change by 0.2-0.3 
ppts to be significant; median income, by about 1% in real terms]
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Official poverty rates: some highlights of 

what moves the rates up and down
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Key takeaways from history of “official” poverty

• Anti-poverty policy matters a ton.

• Poverty is counter-cyclical, i.e., economy improves, it tends to go down 
(though inequality is a big factor).

• Full employment and its impact on wages are key.

• The official rate leaves out a lot of policy.
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War on poverty?

“If this is a war, then it is not just the anti-
poverty forces that have gotten stronger over 
time, as revealed by the growing distance 
between the two top lines in the figure. The 
opposing army, wielding weapons of 
inequality, globalization, deunionization, lower 
minimum wages, slack labor markets and 
decreasing returns to lower-end jobs, has 
also gained much strength.”
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A) poverty thresholds

B) real income and wage growth



So, are we at full emp?

• Unemp rate ~5.0% so Fed thinks we are, but…

• Underemployment elevated (9.7%; needs to be a point lower)

• Labor force participation/Prime-age employment rates still low

• But wage growth (nominal and real) finally in sight, and not just at top.
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The election

• Zandi’s findings (Clinton: growth, jobs; Trump: recession)

• Very speculative, works largely off immigration/deportation

• What would help in anti-poverty policy?

• Expand refundable credits

• Raise min wg

• Direct job creation

• Work supports (Mcaid expansion, child care, wk/fam balance)

• Housing

• Macro (full emp, prolong expansion, Fed hold tight)
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The New Data:
Finding the Answers You Need

Deborah Weinstein



Questions the data can answer:

• Poverty – How has it changed since last year, and 
over the past 5 years?  Do children, minorities, 
people with disabilities remain disproportionately 
poor?

• How much have SNAP, Social Security, tax credits, 
etc. reduced poverty?

• How many work but remain poor, or near poor?
• Work and Earnings – What’s happened to 

median earnings over the past 5 years?  What 
about unemployment?  

• Health insurance – Are there fewer uninsured?  



More questions

• Deep poverty – how many are below half the 
poverty line?

• Rent hardships - how many people are paying 
more than 35 or 50 percent of their income on 
rent?

• Food hardships – are more people using SNAP? 
How many are food insecure?

• Education - of those who haven’t finished high 
school, how many are poor?  Unemployed?



And how is poverty defined, anyway?

Official measure, poverty thresholds for 2015 
still listed as preliminary, weighted averages:

1 person (average): $12,085

1 under 65: $12,331
1 65 or older: $11,367

2 people: $15,397

3 people: $18,872

4 people: $24,259



How to Find the Answers

• On September 13 and 15, the Census Bureau 
will release survey data for 2015:

• Sept. 13:  Current Population Survey (CPS) – national 
data:  poverty, income, health insurance.  Also, state
health insurance data from the American Community 
Survey (ACS).

• Supplemental Poverty Measure report out on the 13th.

• Sept. 15:  American Community Survey (ACS) – state, 
local data (including congressional district).

• USDA released Household Food Security in the 
U.S. in 2015 (with state data) today (Sept. 7).



Breaking news…
Fewer families unable to afford enough food  -
but 15.8m households food insecure

Household Food Security in the United States in 2015  
(www.ers.usda.gov)

• 15.8 million households (12.7%) were food insecure –
difficulty at some point in the year affording enough food.  
But down from 14.9% peak in 2011.  

• 6.3 million households more severe food insecurity – going 
without food –down from 6.9 million last year (5%; down 
from 5.6% in 2014)

• Children:  food insecure in 7.8 percent of households with 
children (3.0 million households) – significantly reduced from 
9.4 percent in 2014.

• Median food-secure household spent 27% more on food than 
median comparable food-insecure household.



The New Data – Part 1

Tuesday, September 13:  Current 
Population Survey release:

• Provides national picture re 
income, poverty, and health 
insurance.  

• Will have state health 
insurance data from American 
Community Survey.  

• Will release Supplemental 
Poverty Measure – will show 
people lifted out of poverty by 
SNAP, Social Security, tax 
credits, housing subsidies, etc.

Complication:  
• New income survey questions 

introduced. 
• Split sample in 2013:  

– New questions:  30,000
– Old questions:  68,000

• In 2014 and 2015, full sample has 
new q’s, so fine to compare.

• Comparisons to prior years more 
complicated – they are working 
on ways to make accurate 
comparisons.



Finding the CPS Data on 9/13
Census Bureau Press Conf Online 10 a.m.

On 9/13, 
CPS report 
announced 
on home 
page



To find CPS report:  after clicking on “Topics”, 
click on “Income and Poverty”



You can get full report, press materials, or 
detailed tables

Full Report:
(this is last year’s)



To get to CPS tables, go to Income and 
Poverty Main, then click on “Data”



Then click on “View All Data”; then “Income and 
Poverty Data Tables”, then “CPS Detailed Tables 

for Poverty”



A few examples of detailed tables:

• POV01: Shows people below 50% FPL, below 
100%, below 200%, etc.  White, Black, Asian, 
Hispanic (may be of any race).

• POV06: Families by number of working family 
members and family structure

• POV22: Work experience by age, sex, 
household relationship, poverty status

• POV29: Years of school by poverty status –
age, sex, nativity



The Supplemental Poverty Measure 
will also be released on 9/13

Because the Supplemental Poverty Measure counts more income sources and 
expenditures, its poverty estimates differ from the official measure.
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The SPM answers questions about how effective 
certain programs are in reducing poverty. 

Important analysis showing how the proportion of people in 
poverty declines because of Social Security, low-income tax 
credits, SNAP, UI, housing subsidies, etc.
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Without SS income, 
poverty rate would 
be 23.5%  

Without FICA costs, 
poverty rate would 
be 13.7%  



Important to cite the SPM

• Speaker Ryan and 
others say anti-poverty 
programs have not 
worked.  Therefore we 
should limit, subject to 
work requirements, 
and/or de-fund 
programs like SNAP, 
Medicaid, UI, housing 
assistance…

But SPM shows 
that programs do
work – you just 
have to count 
their impact.



For a wealth of state and local data, wait for 
Part 2: 

The American Community Survey, 9/15



Questions to answer:

• Has poverty grown or 
decreased from 2014 to 
2015 – for children, for 
seniors…

• What about median 
income?

• Unemployment?

• Number of uninsured?



Getting these answers:  Go to 
“factfinder.census.gov;” then to “Advanced 

Search;” then click on “Show me all”



“Topics” lets you select the year (after data is released, 
pick 2015) and other categories.  

Choose “Product type”



Then pick “Comparison Profile” and “Close.”



Now pick your state by clicking on 
“Geographies”



Select “State” as the geographic type; then choose 
your state (Florida, here), and click on “Add to your 

selections;”  then “Close.”



Click on “Comparative Economic 
Characteristics”



And you get comparisons up to 5 years, and whether 
the differences are significant (not just chance)



Scroll down, and you’ll get to income, use of benefits, 
health insurance, and poverty



But lots of questions unanswered,
like these:

• Poverty by race/ethnicity in your state – for adults and 
children?

• How many people live below half the poverty line? Or just 
above?

• How many low-income households are paying half or more of 
their income on rent?

• How does use of SNAP differ from county to county in your 
state?

• How does your state rank compared to other states re 
proportion uninsured?



Finding Answers
Poverty by Race/Ethnicity:

1) factfinder.census.gov

2) Advanced search

3) Enter S0201

4) Enter your state 
(Colorado, here)

5) Click on GO

6) Race and Ethnic groups

7) Select detailed groups, 
all available races

8) Click on Selected 
Population Profile in 
the US



Selected Pop. Profile:  shows poverty by 
race/ethnicity by state for families, individuals

Much more here:
Educational 
attainment, 
disability, 
employment, 
health insurance.

Pick Black or African American alone, Amer. Indian/Alaska Native alone or in 
combination, Asian alone, Hispanic (may be of any race), White (not Hispanic)

11-18 of 58>>



People at 50%, 100%, 125% of Poverty
In Advanced search, in topics box, enter S1703; for state, enter Mississippi

(shows poverty by race, but no breakdowns for race by age)



How many low-income households are paying 
half or more of their income on rent?

(a little tricky)

• In the advanced search topics 
box, enter B25074

• For state, North Carolina, here
• Add numbers for 50% or more 

for “less than $10,000,” 
“$10,000 to $19,999,” and 
“$20,000 to $34,999.”  Here, 
adds up to 305,524.

• Add up total households in 
each of these income 
categories = 771,023

• Divide 305,524 by 771,023 =
39.6% of households with 

income under $35,000 in NC are 
spending half or more of their 
income on rent.



How does use of SNAP differ from county to 
county in your state?

• From Product Type, 
select Geographic 
Comparison Table:  
GCT2201 – choose 
state/county or county 
equivalent

• Select your state (here, 
Virginia)

• Choose 1 year estimate 
for 2015, once it’s 
released.



How does your state rank compared to other 
states re proportion uninsured?

proportion uninsured?

Under topics, 
select R2701 
(ranking table) –
you’ll get US and 
all states for 
percent 
uninsured. 
uninsured?



Make Your Case

• Want to make the case for your state taking the Affordable Care Act 
Medicaid option?

 Cite greater proportion of uninsured people in your state 
(R2701).

• Want to fight for more housing subsidies?

 Show large numbers paying more than 50% of income on rent.  
(B25074)

• Want to fight against SNAP cuts?

 Show SPM evidence that they lift people out of poverty.

• Want to show the need for more education and other work 
supports?
 Show how poverty has not declined enough over time (CP03) and how 

many poor people work at least part time (S1701).



The high cost of poverty

Low-income families pay a lot 
for

• Housing

• Food

• Debt

• Child care

• Getting sick

Children pay a high price for 
being poor, but investing in 
reducing their poverty pays 
off over their lifetimes.

CHN will work with groups 
in 
about a dozen states to 
publish reports 
documenting these high 
costs – using the new 
Census data and other 
sources – and what we can 
do about it.

Please help us spread 
the word about these 
reports.



We’ll send you…

• These slides and the webinar recording
• Quick key points about the new data (national and 

state)
• State tables (thank you, Center on Budget and Policy 

Priorities!)
• Links to Census Bureau tables with the data we’ve 

discussed
• Analyses by other expert organizations
• CHN national report and state reports 
• Infographics you can use and share
• Suggested tweets, sample letters to the editor, etc.



Thanks!
Debbie Weinstein

dweinstein@chn.org


