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Big picture thoughts re what to look 

for

• 2013 is year four of an economic recovery that 
does not appear to have reached a lot of people.

• Official poverty—which is badly measured but 
still informative—has yet to respond to recovery.

• Might it do so this year?

• Best guess: I’m afraid not, but forecast risk is to 
the “upside” meaning I wouldn’t be too surprised 
if poverty fell a little bit.

• I’d be very surprised if it fell a lot or went up 
much.
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Source: Census Bureau

Reasons to expect poverty to fall

• Improvement in unemployment, payrolls, 

“aggregate hours.”

• Mild inflation.

• Real wages at low end did a little better. (Min 

wage increases in 10 states probably helped a 

bit)

• Fewer single mom households

Reasons why poverty might not 

change (could go up, of course, but I’d 

be surprised)
• 2013 unemployment rate decline partially 

driven by labor force dropouts.

• Employment rate was flat.

• Inequality—I suspect this was important.

• Fiscal drag—this too.

• Real wage growth was flat at best. 

• Smaller sample and so will take a slightly 

bigger change to be statistically significant.
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Job Market, 2013

--Payrolls, up ~190K/mo in ’13 (about same as ‘12); note weird 

pattern re unemployment and inflation: tightening job market 

amidst deflation…whassup w/ that?

--Low real wages, flattening

Tenth (D1) and Twentieth (D2) 

Percentile Real Wage (2013 $’s)

Role of government…

Source: Goldman Sachs 

Research

Poverty and Inequality

Source: Survey of Consumer Finances
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Summing up…

• Linkages between economy and poverty 
weakening; inequality a factor.

• Taking longer for recoveries to reach the poor (so 
we need long recoveries if we’re going to make a 
dent in poverty!).

• Though some improvement in job market and 
wages, not much, and inequality likely operative 
last year.

• Thus, I see flat poverty rate, though some upside 
risk.

The New Data:

Finding and Using it

Deborah Weinstein

Questions the data can answer:

• Poverty – The Great Recession officially ended 
in 2009.  By 2013, did poverty finally start to 
decline?

• Have SNAP, UI, tax credits reduced poverty?

• Income – has income continued to slide for 
most people?  Has inequality continued to 
widen?  

• Health insurance – early signs of the impact of 
the Affordable Care Act?  
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More questions

• Rent hardships - how many people are paying 

more than 35 percent of their income on 

rent?

• Food hardships – are more people using 

SNAP? How many are food insecure?

• Education - of those who haven’t finished 

high school, how many are poor?  

Unemployed?

How to Find the Answers

• On September 16 and 18, the Census Bureau 

will release survey data for 2013:
• Sept. 16:  Current Population Survey (CPS) – national 

and some state data:  poverty, income, health 

insurance.  Also, some American Community Survey 

(ACS) health insurance data.

• Sept. 18:  American Community Survey (ACS) – state, 

local data (including congressional district).

• USDA has already released Household Food 

Security in the U.S. in 2013 (with state data).

The New Data – Part 1

Tuesday, September 16:  Current 
Population Survey release:

• Emphasizes national picture 
re income, poverty, and 
health insurance.  

• Will have state health 
insurance data from 
American Community 
Survey.  

• Some state income and 
poverty data from CPS (but 
sample not large enough for 
state data by 
race/ethnicity).

Likely key points:  

• Despite reduced 
joblessness and 
economic growth– too 
many still left behind.

• Health insurance 
improvements:  thanks, 
ACA!

• Millions lifted out of 
poverty by SNAP, UI, tax 
credits.
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Finding the CPS Data on 9/16
Census Bureau Press Conf Online 10 a.m.

On 9/16, 

CPS report 

announced 

on home 

page

To find CPS report:  after clicking on “Topics”, 

click on “Income and Poverty”

Then click on “Poverty”, and you’ll see

Income, Poverty and Health Insurance Coverage in the United 

States, 2013
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You can get full report, press materials, 

or detailed tables

Full Report:
For CPS state data, click on 
“Detailed Tables,” then POV46;

Weighted person count, 

Between 100 – 125% of poverty,

All ages

But for a wealth of state and local data, wait for 

Part 2: 

The American Community Survey

Click on “Data,”

Then “Data 

Tools and Apps,”

Then “American

Factfinder,”

Then American

Community 

Survey, “Get 

Data”
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Click on “Year” – pick 2013 on 9/18; 

Click on “Product Type” – pick Comparison Profile

Then click on “Close”

Many different products (tables)
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Now, click on “Geographies” (on left) – select “State”

Select your state – example below, Arkansas, and then 

click on “Add to your Selections,” then “close”

You’ll see all your selections in the upper left box; 

then click on “Selected Economic Characteristics, 1 year”
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Comparison Profile will show 2009 – 2013 changes, and 

whether they are statistically significant (not just chance)

Table has income, use of benefits, health coverage, and, at 

the bottom, poverty.  Asterisks mean the change is not just 

chance.

Comparison Profiles do not include 

race/ethnicity breakdowns.  For those, You 

need “Subject tables”

You can find poverty by

age, race, educational 

attainment, work, and those 

below ½ poverty line 

through 2x poverty line.  

(scroll down.)

Topics: product types, 

Subject tables, people, 

Poverty.

Geographies: state, 

Select your state.
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To get at race/ethnicity breakdowns in your state for 

children separate from adults, try this:

Using Advanced Search:

1. Geographies:  select “state” – pick your state (our example:  
Indiana)

2. Race and Ethnic groups:  click on the    “Detailed Groups” 
tab – select the first item – “All available groups”

3. Scroll down and click on “Add” at bottom.

4. Scroll back up and click on “Close” at top. 

5. Select 1st table on list: S0201, Selected Population Profile in 
the U.S., 2013 ACS 1 year estimates 

6. When table appears, note at the top there are small 
numbers:  “1-18 of 48” with arrows to get to the rest of the 
columns.  (The number of columns will vary with the states). 

On the first screen, you’ll find White alone, Black or African American alone, 

and Asian alone; on the 2nd screen, find Hispanic, may be of any race; on 

the 3rd screen, find White alone, not Hispanic.  Scroll far down for poverty.

Census Bureau’s Use of Race 

Categories

• When Census uses race/ethnicity categories in 
summary tables, these are the categories they 
use:

» White alone

» White alone, not Hispanic

» Black/African American alone

» American Indian and Alaska Native alone

» Asian alone

» Hispanic, may be of any race

• But in a given state, may not be enough in each category 
to include. 
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Other handy products

Ranking tables: 

Can show 50 states plus DC –

poverty, child poverty, senior 

poverty.

Geographic Comparison tables:

Geographic Comparison 

Table to Show Percent 

Without Health Insurance

Note: 20.1% of 

Floridians had no 

health insurance in 

2012.

3.9% of people from 

Massachusetts had no 

health insurance.

Using the Data to Make 

the Case for Investments

SNAP, UI, Tax credits lift 

millions out of poverty:

�Expand, don’t cut them!

The more education, the 

less poverty:

�Invest, don’t cut!

States using ACA and 

Medicaid expansion have 

fewer uninsured.

� Take ACA Medicaid option!

Huge numbers are paying 30% 

or more of their income on 

rent.

� Stop cutting rental 

vouchers!
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Time to Make Some Noise

Use the data:

• In letters or tweets to your 
Rep and Senators

• Blog posts; comment on 
blogs (www.chn.org/blog) 

• In letters to the editor

• In a Tweet chat:  
MomsRising, October 1, 2-3 
p.m. Eastern

• Posts, links on your 
Facebook page

• In meetings with members 
of Congress or staff

We’ll send you…

• These slides and the webinar recording

• Quick key points

• State tables (thank you, Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities!) showing comparisons back to 2007 and 
2001

• Links to Census Bureau tables with the data we’ve 
discussed

• Analyses by other expert organizations

• CHN national report; report for your state if a group is 
doing one

• Suggested tweets, sample letters to the editor, etc.

Thanks!

Debbie Weinstein

dweinstein@chn.org


